
Business Solutions Guide to Remote Video Editing


Solving the Top Five Challenges 
of Hybrid Environment Video 

Editing in 2021




If the global events of 2020 taught us anything, it's that the world of business can 
adapt far faster than ever imagined. In the world of Media & Entertainment, the 
level of adaption and adoption remains at an all-time high. For post-production 
environments, 2020 witnessed the move from studio environments to home 
offices—all in the hopes of keeping businesses forging ahead.


The good news is that the approach worked. Now, as the world slowly looks to an 
optimistic future of going "back to normal,” many companies have already 
experienced added benefits of the home environment. For one, traditional office 
overhead can now be greatly reduced. More so, post-production companies can 
now hire from anywhere in the world—exponentially increasing their talent pool.
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The Future of Work-From-Home 

Studies show that the percentage of workers worldwide who permanently work from 
home will double in 2021.1 In fact, moving forward, 38% of corporate executives expect 
their remote employees to work 2+ days a week away from the office; and 19% expect 
those employees to work 3+ days remotely.2 And, by 2025, 70% of the workforce will be 
working remotely at least five days a month.3


The New World of the Hybrid Environment

If the aforementioned projections are correct, the future is leading to a highly flexible 
hybrid environment that will see people come and go based on schedules, meetings, and 
the actual need to be in the office. In short, the days of living only for in-office face time 
and infrastructure are gone. 


However, for the Media and Entertainment industry—and specifically video editors—the 
concept of “just logging in and grabbing a file” is far more complex. For one, it’s never 
about a single file. This isn’t the same as someone needing access to a Microsoft Excel or 
PDF file. It’s also not like logging into a Software-as-a-Service (SaaS) platform to complete 
single user-centric tasks. In this case, it’s about multiple editors needing the same file 
simultaneously, all while ensuring security of the assets in question. 


From addressing connectivity, to workflow and collaboration, to storage—the struggle is 
very real. As such, media organizations around the world are looking for new and exciting 
technology that will forever change the face of the industry—allowing for anywhere-and-
anytime editing in the same manner as if the editors were in-house (in the office). But in 
the interim, the following challenges are still very much a reality.
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Recreating the Internal LAN 
Experience for the Remote 

Environment 

For editors, files are massive—to say the least. In the on-prem 
environment, large media files can be easily stored, accessed and 
shared between editors, team members and customers. However, 
as soon as even one editor is moved outside the on-prem 
environment, workflows are immediately disrupted due to file sizes 
versus internet bandwidth. More so, using file transfer applications 
and services such as Dropbox, WeTransfer and others only lead to 
the frustration of broken workflows, duplicate files or—in a worst-
case scenario—damaged files. 
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Managing Workflows 

and Collaboration 

As mentioned above, workflow architectures are the lifeblood of 
media editors. In fact, the workflows themselves represent hundreds 
of hours in gained time through the ability to manage everything 
from versioning, to individual media assets, editor input, and more. 
The on-prem editing world obviously led to the adoption of 
technologies that enabled seamless workflows; however, it did not 
necessarily address the collaborative aspects of the job—like 
multiple people in the same room who could discuss projects. 


This new hybrid environment has made the idea of collaboration 
that much more difficult, with team members working in-office as 
well as at home, perhaps even in different time zones—so the once-
collaborative camaraderie is disrupted, if not gone entirely.
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File Security

In today's ever-connected world, the idea of so-called security can 
have several meanings. For one, securing files from damage or loss 
is paramount. Any editor will tell you that the minute files begin their 
voyage from one system to another—whether inter-office or 
externally—the chance of file corruption rises exponentially. Pair 
that with ever-present cyber attacks, malware, and even file theft, 
and suddenly the hybrid environment becomes terrifying.  
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Client Access

Once a project begins to come to fruition, oftentimes the end client 
is asked to review scenes, visual and audio flows, and provide 
feedback. In pre-hybrid days, links could be exported and shared, or 
in many cases hard drives themselves could be loaded and delivered 
via courier. The issue with a hybrid environment is that all of those 
choices are disrupted due to the aforementioned challenges. From 
files that now reside in many locations, to versions, to asset access—
all of this affects how the client can be quickly and easily fed 
information regarding their project. In short, too many moving parts 
equals longer delays in any and all delivery. 
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Storage & Operating 

System Conflicts

When managing any business infrastructure, choosing the right 
foundation of tools and storage is always paramount to success. 
This means dedicating all systems to single operating systems, 
storage types and devices, workstations and more. However, in 
hybrid environments, those who work remotely—such as full-time 
employees or contractors—may have vastly different tools that they 
work with. This means conflicts in file types, storage, and more.
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How to Solve Hybrid Work 
Environment Workflows

To adapt to hybrid environments, companies must implement a  
comprehensive remote editing solution that addresses the above challenges. 

Here are the solution criteria to look for. 

For managing users and groups, the right remote editing solution should support LDAP and 
ADS. And, if no such service is available, it should provide a local user and group management 

service. Furthermore, for User Accessible Volumes the remote editor should enable access to all 
content/volumes that have been shared with them—nothing more. Lastly, users should be able 

to connect to S3 and other providers—enabling seamless connectivity to additional cloud 
providers such as AWS, Backblaze, Wasabi, and more.
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Is it easily configured?

The remote editing solution must share the 

mounted NAS or SAN volume(s) via the HTTPS 
protocol where a remote workstation can access 

the shared content.

Is it easily accessed?

The remote editing solution must require no VPN 
or tunnel to access the content—instead working 

natively over an encrypted port.

Is it easily secured?

Avoiding content being stored in the cloud, 
the remote editing solution must enable all 
traffic to be confined between the solution 

and the remote client.

Is it easily managed?

The remote editing solution must 

reside between the firewall 

and the NAS or SAN.
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