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MEDIA WORKFLOW SOLUTIONS

Maximizing Media
Storage Performance

Overcoming the Challenges of
Production & Nearline Storage




THE GROWING COMPLEXITY OF MEDIA WORKFLOWS

Storage solutions are pivotal in maintaining efficient workflows in a media production environment.
As file sizes grow, deadlines tighten, and collaboration becomes increasingly global, media teams
face unprecedented challenges in effectively managing production and nearline storage. Without
the proper infrastructure, these challenges can lead to inefficiencies, bottlenecks, and even missed
opportunities.

Modern media production involves handling a massive influx of data from various sources—cameras,
drones, and even Al-generated content. These files are often large, requiring immense bandwidth
and storage capacity to process in real time. For production teams, the inability to handle high-
resolution files such as 4K, 8K, or HDR video can slow down the entire workflow, affecting creativity
and deliverable timelines.

At the same time, nearline storage solutions, meant for readily accessible archival purposes, are
equally critical. These systems must balance cost-effectiveness and performance. Without seamless
integration between production and nearline storage, teams often struggle to locate and retrieve
assets quickly, leading to inefficiencies during the editing, post-production, and delivery phases.

Downtime is not an option for media teams. Storage solutions must ensure maximum reliability,
whether it's a live broadcast, a high-stakes film production, or a fast-paced newsroom. Even minor
interruptions can disrupt workflows, result in lost data, or derail projects. Unfortunately, many
traditional storage systems lack the robustness to meet these demands, often suffering from
hardware failures, poor scalability, or outdated technology.

Additionally, managing storage infrastructure can become a resource-intensive task for IT teams,
diverting focus from other critical priorities. The lack of proactive monitoring and support for storage
systems exacerbates these issues, leaving production teams vulnerable to unexpected outages or
slowdowns.

The media landscape is evolving rapidly, exponentially increasing file sizes, project complexities, and
collaborative requirements. Storage solutions that meet current needs quickly become inadequate as
workflows grow. This is especially true for organizations that rely on production and nearline storage
systems that lack scalability.

Without scalable solutions, teams are forced into costly and time-consuming upgrades or, worse, into
siloed workflows where storage systems become fragmented. Such inefficiencies hinder collaboration
and make it challenging to future-proof media workflows.
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While performance and reliability are critical, they often come at a cost. High-performance
production storage systems can be expensive, making it difficult for smaller media organizations or
independent production teams to justify the investment. Conversely, opting for more affordable
systems can compromise speed and reliability, creating bottlenecks that impede progress.

Similarly, nearline storage is often viewed as a cost-saving measure, but without proper planning,
these solutions can lead to hidden expenses. Slow retrieval times, limited capacity, and a lack of
integration with production storage can add up, negating the intended savings and complicating
workflows.

ENHANCING COLLABORATION ACROSS DISTRIBUTED TEAMS

With remote and hybrid work becoming the norm, media teams are more distributed than ever. This
trend demands storage solutions that can enable seamless collaboration across multiple locations.
Production and nearline storage systems must provide fast, secure access to files, regardless of team
members' area.

However, many existing systems were not designed for remote collaboration. Common pain points
include high latency, poor security protocols, and inconsistent user experiences. Without a storage
infrastructure optimized for modern workflows, teams face challenges maintaining the speed and
quality of their work.

SECURITY & DATA INTEGRITY

Media files are not only large but also valuable. The stakes for protecting these assets are high, from
unreleased footage to proprietary graphics and scripts. Data breaches, accidental deletions, or
corruption can lead to significant financial losses and reputational damage. Production and nearline
storage systems must prioritize data security and integrity, ensuring that assets are protected from
external threats and internal mishaps.

Unfortunately, not all storage solutions are created equally in terms of security. Systems lacking
robust encryption, access controls, and redundancy measures expose media organizations to
unnecessary risks.
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BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN PRODUCTION & NEARLINE

Many media teams struggle to overcome the divide between production and nearline storage. While
production storage is designed for high-speed, real-time performance, nearline storage focuses on
capacity and cost-efficiency. Bridging these two systems requires thoughtful integration to ensure
smooth and efficient workflows.

Teams often waste time transferring files, duplicating data, or troubleshooting compatibility issues
without a unified approach. These inefficiencies delay project timelines and create frustration among
team members.

Given these challenges, media organizations need a comprehensive storage strategy that addresses
performance, reliability, scalability, and cost-effectiveness. This strategy should prioritize seamless
integration between production and nearline storage while enabling collaboration, security, and
future-proofing.

Key attributes of an ideal storage solution include:

» High-Speed Performance: Ensuring production teams can work in real-time with high-resolution
files without delays.

» Scalable Architecture: Providing the flexibility to grow with increasing demands, avoiding costly
overhauls or disruptions.

v

Integrated Systems: Bridging production and nearline storage to streamline workflows and reduce
inefficiencies.

» Enhanced Security: Protecting valuable assets with robust encryption, redundancy, and access
controls.

> Global Accessibility: Supporting remote and hybrid work environments with fast and secure
file access.

+1 855 440 4678 | sales@scalelogicinc.com scalelogicinc.com | 4 of 5




Maximizing Media Storage Performance

CHOOSING THE RIGHT PARTNER FOR MEDIA STORAGE

The proper storage solution can differentiate between a chaotic, inefficient workflow and a streamlined, high-
performing operation. However, selecting the best system is not a one-size-fits-all decision. Media
organizations need a partner who understands their unique challenges and can deliver tailored solutions that
meet their needs.

At Scale Logic, we provide cutting-edge production and nearline storage solutions that empower media teams
to overcome these challenges. Our systems are designed to deliver unmatched performance, reliability, and
scalability, enabling media professionals to focus on what they do best—creating exceptional content.

Connect with a Scale Logic media storage expert today to learn how we
can help optimize your workflows and future-proof your media storage
infrastructure.

scalelogicinc.com
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